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Ao the Institute for Stratogic
‘Studles - (18S). - But ¢
‘breach of the peace in Africa

. {8 likely .to draw one of more’

‘of the -great powers into 1ts-

fvortcx

An Institute surve‘y has' ap-‘
-peared at a time when Congo
‘developments and the Organi-

‘zatlon of African Unity meete

mg in Addis Ababa; Ethwpna,'
are focusing attention' on thxs
critical subject. i

. The survey offers ‘two basxc

reasons ' for the tendency “to contripute almost Qng-halg.‘ L

underrate. Amcas
significance;

' @ Africa is weak in terms
of trained - manpowen and ad-
vanced egquipment. S

strategxc .

Imporiance ‘Dlsputab]e

" @ The African continent “is |,

so situated in relation to the
main centers of power -in the!
world today that in'‘the event!
of a global conflict' it might;
‘have httle political sxgmﬁ-
cance. 1

The IbS stucly fmo‘ how-
ever, that even an est:mate of!
African significance is “dnaput—1
able” As the nature of Laste!
West 1{ension  modifies, .. “the;
cenlers of interest tend to shift!

and inevitably to include anyf

arcas of instability,” ' .
HAfrica certalnly contains"\

I some of the/se," declares W. F]
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““The prevailing tendency is
‘to underrale the strategic im-:
iportance of ‘Africa,” according .
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By John Beauflort

( Chiei of the London Bureau of Theé Christian Science Monltor

Gutteridge, who with Neville
Brown. prepared “The African
Mr. Gut-
teridge is ' ihe author of
“Armed Forces in New States.”
Mr. Brown is an 159 research
associate,

The survey estimates that
the forces of African states
number about 395,000 men.
Of this ‘total, appxommately

.250,000 are sald to be serving

in the countries of the Medi=
terranean littoral, Of the re-
maining 145,000 in  sub-
Saharan Africa, the Congo
(Léopoldville) -~ and Ethiopia

‘Ethiopia’s forces are 1ated
by Mr,. Gutteridge as “the most
effective in the area” but also
the least likely to be deployed
on  some fore:gn military
venture.

Armed Forces Vary

“Those of the Congo still
suffer from the legacy of the
‘mutinous Force Pubhque and
are faced  with civil war at
home,” reports Mr. Gutteridge.

“By. contrast, the Republic
of South Africa has a sadre-
type defense force, the nucleus
of a citizen army which could,
amount in a short emergency;...
o a quarter of. 8 milhon fairly;
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wen trained white men backed

- by the most modern as well as.

the most cxpeucnced axr :fowe
on the continent.”
Turning to emcrgcnt Amca,
Mr. Guiteridge contintes:
“Not’; only is the mxhtary
strength of the new African

- states minimal: they. have not
_the abllity to deploy it far from!

“home: . ., With foreign aid:
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they could and do tlam guer-’

rillas and saboteurs for action’
against - ‘the last outposts ‘of
colonialism,’ but they are hane:
dicapped in their. desire to:
achieve more than this by the®
lack of: an_infrastructure of:
technologlcal education and’ by
their es ential poverty..
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